
EditorialEditorial

We are indeed proud and extremely happy to dedicate the new OPD block to 

the society to cater the health care needs. This period witnessed significant steps to 

improve the quality of education and research in our institute. Having taken 

additional charge of DG, CCRS, I have great opportunity to raise the standards of the 

research in Siddha system of medicine. Collaborative activities are planned between 

NIS and CCRS. We formed IPR cell and create awareness among the researchers to 

protect the innovations of this institute through patenting. We enrolled internees 

from other medical colleges for CRMI programme. Effective linkages are made with 

IIT-Madras and ICMR-NITM. I hope this linkage will help us to attain our goal. This 

edition of Newsletter captures the vivid movements that marked the outreach of the 

Institute to positively impact the society and education system.

Prof. Dr. R. MEENAKUMARI, M.D(s).,
Director

National Institute of Siddha,

Director General (Additional Charge)

CCRS, Chennai
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HIGHLIGHTS



New OPD Block Inauguration at NIS

The Union Minister of Ayush Shri Sarbananda Sonowal dedicated new extended OPD 

block of Ayothidoss Pandithar Hospital of National Institute of Siddha on August 13, 2022 

th
to the people of India on the occasion of 75  year of Independence. On this occasion Shri Ma. 

Subramanian, Minister for Health and Family Welfare Govt. of Tamil Nadu, Shri Pramod 

Kumar Pathak, Special Secretary, Ministry of Ayush, Thiru. S. Ganesh, Commissioner of the 

Directorate of Indian Medicine and Homeopathy, other distinguished guests, CCRS 

officials and NIS officials  were present. During this event, NIS published "The 

Compendium of NIS response to COVID-19 Pandemic -2022" and Text Book of Agathiyar 

Gunavagadam. 

1



Board Room Meeting

Meeting of Directors of National Institutes 
under Ministry of Ayush at NIS 

Board room meeting of Honorable Union Minister for Ayush  Shri. Sarbananda 

Sonowal, with Director, Hospital Superintendent i/c and PG scholars of NIS was held at ITC 

Hotel, Chennai on 13.08.2022. The students made a presentation about the potentials of 

Siddha system of Medicine

A meeting of the Directors of various National Institutes under the Ministry of Ayush 

was held between 10 and 11 November 2022 at National Institute of Siddha to harmonize 

Recruitment Rules of the various posts available in the National Institutes under the 

Ministry. The meeting was convened by National Institute of  Siddha, which was chaired by 

P r o f . ( D r . ) S a n j e e v  S h a r m a ,  V i c e  C h a n c e l l o r ,  N I A . a n d  c o - c h a i r e d  b y  

Prof. (Dr.) Menakumari, Director, NIS.
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National Institute of Siddha's Director entrusted the 
responsibilities of DG, CCRS

Participation 
In International Workshop 
on “STI for SDGs Roadmaps”

Prof. Dr. R. Meenakumari, Director, National Institute of Siddha is entrusted with the 

additional charge of Director General, Central Council for Research in Siddha with effect 

from 21-11-2022 in addition to the present assignment.

International Workshop on “STI 

for SDGs Roadmaps” was organized by 

Research and Information System for 

Developing Countries (RIS) and Office of 

the Principal Scientific Adviser to the 

thGovernment of India (OPSA) on 11  

October, 2022 at Juniper Hall, India 

Habitat Centre, New Delhi. Eminent 

National and International speakers 

shared their initiatives and perspectives 

on STI for SDGS. Ministry of Ayush has 

g i v e n  g r e a t  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  

Prof.Dr.R.Meenakumari Director NIS to 

attend the workshop. This workshop 

paved the way to understand the 

experience of pilot countries in achieving 

the road map and future perspectives.
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Trans-Disciplinary Excellence Award 2022 to NIS

NIS was honored with Trans-disciplinary Excellence Award, 2022 at The 

International Conference on Ancient Medical Science and Technology (ICAMST) which 

was held on July 14-16, 2022, at KPR Institute of Engineering Technology, Coimbatore. The 

delegates from USA, Singapore, Canda and UAE participated in the conference. Thiru 

K.Ramachandran,  Honorable Minister for Tourism and Development, Govt. of Tamil 

Nadu, presented the award to Prof.Dr.R.Meenakumari for the appreciation of NIS service 

during COVID-19 pandemic 

Prof. Dr. R. Meenakumari, Director, National Institute of Siddha participated as Vice 

Chairperson in the  Research Advisory Committee of Chettinad Academy of Research and 

Education, Chettinad Health City, Chennai on 03.09.22. Eminent Scientist from foriegn 

Universities, Medical faculty in the discipline of neurology, cardiology, thoracic medicine 

ophthalmology, nephrology, pharmacology from various Govt medical colleges and 

scientists from CSIR, ICMR, DST, DBT institutes attended the meeting as members of the 

committee. 

Participation 

in the Research 
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of Chettinad Academy of 

Research and Education, 

Chettinad Health City 

as Vice-Chairperson
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